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     “I told the principal that I’m happy to teach history, but my goal is 
to teach and run an Esports program,” said Mr. Elam, the teacher of 
the new Gaming Concepts elective. His love of gaming inspired one 
of seven brand-new elective courses that have been added to the AHS 
course catalog for the 2024-2025 school year.
     The Gaming Concepts elective appeals to anyone who enjoys video 
games. “Gaming Concepts is a year-long elective where you explore 
gaming and esports careers while playing games and competing in dif-
ferent projects,” said Mr. Elam. “[Students] explore esports and gam-
ing business, art and animation, and graphic design. You will take a 
look at all of the software and hardware that components game design. 
It’s a little bit of everything.”
     “I’m trying to learn how to not blame my League of Legends team-
mates from going 0 in 11, and I think there’s going to be a bunch of 
teamwork [in class] that I’m excited for.” said Lance Wang (11), a stu-
dent taking Gaming Concepts next year.
     “It is all real world skills,” said Mr. Elam. “Every single thing that 
we do is all about 21st century skills of communication, collabora-

New Electives at AHS
The 24-25 course catalog comes with some brand new electives!

Royden Liang | Staff Writer

Students speak out against Mr. Biblin’s 
behavior, admin declines comment

tion, and creativity, making you a technologically and socially well-
rounded person.”
     Also amid the new electives is Computer Integrated Manufactur-
ing, taught by Ms. Wheaton. The class focuses on computer design and 
automating production. 
     “It’s going to probably be our funnest engineering course,” she 
said. “We’ll do CAD [Computer Aided Design], and we’ll have a CNC 
[Computer Numerical Control]. We’re going to be simulating a con-
veyor belt system of assembly [with] robotics arms.” 
     “I’m drawn by the idea of getting to actually use real life manufac-
turing processes that people do in the industry,” said Nivedha Rad-
hakrishnan (11), a student planning to take the course. “This is a really 
good way for me to get a preview of what kind of work you do in that 
industry.” 
     As for how the course complements other existing electives, Ms. 
Wheaton explained that taking IED will introduce you to concepts 
covered in the course, such as CAD. “Those aren’t prerequisites, [but] 
they’ll make everything a little bit easier.” 

AHS students recount negative experiences with the now absent teacher, sparking many questions and concerns

     David Biblin, 
a math teacher 

(Algebra 1, Personal Fi-
nance, and Business Math) 
who has been teaching 
at American for over five 
years, has not been seen 
on campus since the end 
of the first semester. Ques-
tions remain surrounding 
Mr. Bibin’s absence, and 
rumors have circulated 
among the student body 
regarding the situation. 
With administration un-
able, and seemingly un-
willing, to facilitate a clari-
fying conversation, the 
amplification of student 
voice becomes increas-
ingly necessary.
     While the reasoning 
behind his absence is des-
ignated as confidential 
by district policy, many 
students allege that Mr. 

Biblin displayed a pattern of 
inappropriate behavior in the 
classroom. Reported instanc-
es of this behavior reference 
sexual comments directed at 

his students, as well as allega-
tions of racist remarks.
     Roman Marouf (10) recalls 
an uncomfortable experience 
with Mr. Biblin regarding a 

female TA in his Algebra 1 
class last school year.
     “The TA was a junior, and 
at that time I was a freshman,” 
said Marouf. “He was talking 

to her, and once she walked 
away, he came alongside 
me and he said, ‘She’s like 
my wife. I love her.’”
     Vaishnav Desabhatla 
(12) also claims to have ex-
perienced an inappropriate 
interaction with Mr. Bib-
lin, despite never having 
been a student in any of his 
classes. 
     “In sophomore year, I 
played football, and we had 
a game that day. I was in 
the class across from Mr. 
Biblin’s [during Flex]. He 
comes in and says, ‘I don’t 
have enough people in 
my Flex,’ and he pulls me 
and another person out. 
So, I’m in his Flex and he 
goes, ‘Oh, you play foot-
ball,’ because he saw my 
jersey, right? I go, ‘Yes I do 
play football.’ Then he gave 

Muhammed A. Ali & Daniel Davis | Staff Writers

Outside of Room 19, Mr. Biblin’s name plate had been vandalized following the removal of his belongings from 
the classroom. The nameplate is now cleared and “Biblin” is no longer listed next to the door. (PC: Muhammed 

A. Ali (11))
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     On January 31st, the CEOs of Meta, 
TikTok, X, Discord, and other social media 
companies testified before the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee at Capitol Hill at a hear-
ing called “Big Tech and the Online Child 
Sexual Exploitation Crisis.” The hearing 
investigated exploitation online and featured 
a video of children and their families speak-
ing about their experiences with bullying 
and abuse.
     33 states are suing Meta, claiming the 
company creates features on Facebook and 
Instagram that are purposefully addictive. 
Senator Lindsey Graham told the Meta CEO 
he had “blood on his hands” from a “prod-
uct that’s killing people.” Parents who lost 
children to suicide silently held up pictures 
of the deceased throughout the hearing.
     When Senator Josh Hawley asked Zuck-
erberg if he would like to apologize to 
victims harmed by Meta, he said to families 
in attendance, “I’m sorry for everything you 
have all been through. No one should go 
through the things that your families have 
suffered.” He added that they will “continue 
industry-wide efforts” to make sure no one 
suffers the same way. 
     In November of 2023, the same day the 
Senate began investigating Meta’s failure to 
protect children, Meta pushed for Google 
and Apple to play a larger role in protecting 
children online, calling for app stores to re-
quire parental approval when 13 to 15-year-
old users download apps. 
     Senator Blackburn confronted Zuck-
erberg about a Facebook employee’s 2018 
email that put profits the company could 
expect from a 13-year-old user at “roughly 
$270” per teen. “Children are not your 
priority, children are your product,” she 
said before calling on youth activists in the 
crowd and asking them to stand. As they 
did, the advocates revealed they were wear-
ing T-shirts with the slogan, “I am worth 
more than $270.”
      The CEOs pledged to make their apps 
safer by working with lawmakers, nonprof-
its, law enforcement, and parents. Zucker-
berg declined to commit to Senator Hawley’s 
suggestion to set up a compensation fund. 
It is unclear if the Kids Online Safety Act 
introduced by Senators Marsha Blackburn 
and Richard Blumenthal in 2022 will be 
passed despite the joint support shown by 
Republican and Democratic senators during 
the hearing.
     “I am tired of talking. I’m tired of having 
discussions,” Senator Graham said. “Open 
up the courthouse door. Until you do that, 
nothing will change. Until these people can 
be sued for the damage they’re doing, it is all 
talk.”

Emaan Irfan | Staff Writer

‘Blood on your hands’ 
Senate critique prompts 

apology from Zuckerberg 
to victims’ families

Social media CEOs confronted with 
families of exploited children at Capitol 

Hill

     Another elective joining the course catalog is 
Modern Poetry. The class consists of both analyz-
ing and writing modern poetry from the 1920s 
to today. 
     “We’re going to be reading a lot of pieces, but 
really the elective is there as a space to write po-
etry, so it’s not as analytical as we do in an English 
class,” said Ms. Luong, the teacher behind this 
new elective.
     Luong wants students to develop a keen eye 

me a resistance band and told me to work out. I 
think he was watching me because in the middle, 
he’s like, ‘You’re not trying hard enough,’ which is 
weird as s***.” 
     Sathvik Jarajapu’s (10) recollection of Mr. Bib-
lin’s Algebra 1 class involves a physical interaction 
between the two of them . 
     “I remember one time I asked him for help 
on a small problem, right? Then he smacked me 
in the back of my head. [Another] time, I wasn’t 
doing my work like I was supposed to, and he got 
mad in a really aggressive way. He took my book, 
cursed at me, and then shoved the book into my 
chest.”  
     Jordan Loftin (12), one of the few to file an of-
ficial complaint about Mr. Biblin’s in-class behav-
ior, was enrolled in his Personal Finance course 
during the first semester of this school year.
     “He had come up to me in the middle of class 
while everybody was quiet, and out in the open, 
he said, ‘Do you have both parents in the house?’ 
I said, ‘Yeah, I do.’ So then he proceeds, ‘Okay, do 
they both work?’ and I go, ‘Yes, they both work.’ 
I was just very uncomfortable in that situation. 
When I was thinking about it over the week, I 
realized that it isn’t okay that he had said this to 
the only Black student in the classroom, and how 
inappropriate it was to ask that question in front 
of everybody.” These claims were confirmed by 
Lucy Thomas (12), who was in Loftin’s class and 

witnessed the event.
     Aarieus Thomas White (10), another Black stu-
dent who had Mr. Biblin for Algebra 1, shared simi-
lar experiences to Loftin’s. “We were going over the 
syllabus, and I felt like I was being racially profiled. 
We went over cheating, and the whole time we were 
talking about cheating, he was just eyeing me down.”
     Aside from these instances, Loftin alleges Mr. Bib-
lin made other generally inappropriate remarks in 
class. 
     “He also randomly just said, ‘Ladies, don’t hit boys 
because they will hit you back.’ And then someone 
asked, ‘Did you ever hit a female?’ and he goes, ‘Yes, 
I’ve hit my wife.’ He said this in the middle of class.”
     One of the most concerning aspects of the entire 
situation is how district policies prevent communi-
cation on these kinds of HR issues, even for student 
victims, who are the ones directly affected. 
     When the Eagle Era requested information on the 
case from AHS admin, the newspaper was declined a 
comment from all admin. Everyone contacted from 
the Fremont Unified School District either did not 
respond or refused to comment on the issue, barred 
by district rules. These policies, while protecting 
teachers and administrators, have negatively impact-
ed the student body by denying access to even general 
information regarding a teacher at the school. In lieu 
of even the most basic information, we, the student 
body, struggle to find closure.
     Mr. Biblin was unable to be reached for comment.

New Electives at AHS (cont.)

Students speak out against Mr. Biblin’s behavior, admin declines 
comment (cont.)

and unique perspective for the world around them—to 
better understand oneself and their place in the world. 
It also improves their analytical skills.
     “But the ultimate goal is to have students realize that 
they enjoy poetry,” said Ms. Luong. “It’s a way to make 
sense of what’s happening in your life.”
     These new electives all give AHS students more 
choice in what they can learn from high school, as well 
as what they can take into the real world after school. 

     On February 2nd, the Fremont Unified District Teachers Associa-
tion (FUDTA) released its budget proposal which included suggestions 
regarding Fremont schools’ staffing of behavioral health professionals. 
Consequential to evolving mental health concerns and surrounding 
conversations post-COVID, changes relating to personnel and the edu-
cational environment may be vital for students.
     The proposal recommended a 250-to-1 student-to-counselor ratio 
to ensure individual support for each student. American High’s ratios 
surpass these numbers substantially.
     “Each counselor handles between 450 to 475 students,” American 
High counselor Mr. Stallworth said. 
     Such stark disparity in numbers compromises counselor availability, 
leaving students unsupported. Natalia Mora-Pinto (11) spoke about her 
experience with course registration. “I felt really stressed out. It seemed 
like everyone knew what they wanted to do and had a path. I thought ‘I 
need to talk to my counselor right now.’” 
     “I sent them an email first and they didn’t respond for four days,” 
Mora-Pinto said. “I decided to go to their office but every time I tried to 
go see them, they weren’t there or were in meetings. I had to go to three 
counselors to get help. It makes me wonder if I would have ever gotten a 
response if I hadn’t gone in person.”
     The process of course registration can be stressful not only for stu-
dents but also for counselors. “We feel rushed, for sure. We’ve been giv-
ing presentations about what next school year is going to look like. That 
takes two class periods, sometimes three, depending on how many we 
have to hit. Then we’ll go around for course registration paper collec-
tions and hold FLEX appointments to confirm students’ classes for next 
year,” Mr. Stallworth said. “We’re also going through a software change, 
so we’re having to speed things up.”
     An additional shifting public perception of mental health post-COV-
ID urges emotional support availability. “There’s been a massive shift in 

Amrita Venkatesh| Staff Writer

FUDTA’s call for increased mental health funding spurs conversations on 
student support

FUDTA’s recent proposal regarding mental health funding raises discussions about staffing issues and a 
resulting lack of student support

the student body acknowledging and supporting student mental health,” 
Mr. Howard, one of the school’s FUDTA representatives, said. 
     This change is evident across generations. Mr. Stallworth added, “Par-
ents are a lot more accepting, and understanding of the fact that mental 
health issues still happen.” With this shift in perspective, students crave a 
space for open-minded mental health conversations but find little support.
     The need for more counselors resonates with both counselors them-
selves and with students lacking support amid challenges. Mr. Howard 
reflected on factors impeding these advancements, “The district isn’t using 
the money that they have. They have tens and tens of millions of dollars 
that they’re stockpiling.” He continued, “They’ll say they have a certain 
amount of money reserved for textbooks and materials so they can’t use it 
for staffing. In my opinion, that’s a cop-out.” He added, “The district could 
prioritize mental health much better.”
     Students and campus staff share similar sentiments regarding potential 
solutions.
     “One aspect of the solution is smaller class sizes. We have class sizes of 
more than 30 or 35. When so many students are crammed in a class, each 
student gets less individual attention,” Mr. Howard said.“If we lowered 
class sizes and student-to-counselor ratios and had more counselors, we 
would be able to give more individual time to students.”
     Mora-Pinto agrees with Mr. Howard. “The school should add more 
counselors or change their scheduling so that someone is available for stu-
dents at all times.”
     Following the COVID-19 pandemic, the increasing awareness of mental 
health challenges has underscored the critical need for accessible emo-
tional support within educational settings. Institutions must acknowledge 
these shifts to ensure the holistic development and success of students. 
Mr. Howard said, “A good school district uses today’s money on today’s 
students. And that is not what Fremont has been doing.”
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     On February 30th, FUSD celebrated its 60th anniversary at its State of the 
District presentation. The State of the District is FUSD’s annual event for the 
superintendent to provide important updates on the district and explain its 
policies for the given school year.      Superintendent CJ Cammack began this 
year’s presentation by recognizing the Board of Education and celebrating 
the diversity of both the district’s student body and the special programs it of-
fers. He then turned the focus of his presentation to the future of the district.
      Cammack highlighted ways in which FUSD is aiming to evolve with 
one key factor in mind: technology. This year, the district has introduced 
PRISM VR technology in middle schools to reinforce classroom lessons and 
illustrate to students how core concepts can be applied in the real world to 
students. 
      Perhaps the most significant and influential piece of technology for the 
district in the coming years is artificial intelligence. The rapid growth of the 
scope of AI, including the growth of generative AI models, has famously 
posed a significant challenge to educators. Cammack recognized that AI will 
change the face of FUSD education; it must be embraced, he argued, by dis-
trict staff to provide students with an education consistent with their future 
life experiences. 
     “We oftentimes think that we need to teach math, reading, and science, 
[but] I would encourage us to adapt our thinking over the next 5-8 years. 
It’s our job to teach students how to use these tools responsibly with morals 
and ethics, and then truly drive home the value of education within these 
systems,” said Cammack.   
     While much of the early half of Cammack’s presentation celebrated FUSD’s 
outlook, impending funding issues were illustrated to provide a more clear 
snapshot of the district. 
      In a segment titled “Sound Fiscal Management,” Cammack introduced 

the primary source of revenue for the district, the Local Control Funding 
Formula (LCFF). LCFF dollar amounts are dictated in large part by average 
daily attendance for the district. A cost of living adjustment (COLA) pro-
gram, which is calculated as percent of the LCFF revenue, is added to the 
LCFF money each year. 
     For 2024-2025 district funding, FUSD expected an LCFF revenue of over 
$393 million, due to a 3.94% COLA when building its budget in June. The 
district was surprised when it received a COLA amount of 0.76% from the 
state, creating an unexpected deficit of about $12 million and giving rise to 
unexpected issues. 
       Over the next two academic years, the shortfalls from COLA will lower 
FUSD’s funding by over $14 million. Cammack emphasized that the gaps in 
funding are beyond FUSD’s control; the overall California budget deficit has 
created an issue for schools throughout the state.   
     Unfunded mandates from the State of California and the federal govern-
ment have impacted the CalSTRS and CalPERS retirement funds, as well as 
special education funding. These unfunded mandates actively cut into the 
district’s expected revenue—the burden of $80 million allocated towards re-
tirement and $95 million spent towards special education would typically be 
relieved by state and federal funding. 
       However, the Individuals with Disabilities Act, which promises a 40% 
rate of federal funding towards special education programs, only provided 
a funding rate of 8.7%. Retirement funds, which are supplemented by em-
ployee and district pay-in, are also a key burden. These liabilities compound 
to tens of millions of dollars that the district is forced to account for in light 
of the state’s inability to provide funding for such mandates. 
        In 2024, revenue is a precarious topic for the district; board elections 
this fall will be impacted greatly by debates on the district’s funding outlook.
     The presentation is available for review on FUSD’s website. 

Rohan Bhagra | Staff Writer

The state of FUSD 
Recapping Superintendent CJ Cammack’s 2024 State of the District presentation
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     Along with the return to in-person instruction in 2021 after the COVID-19 
pandemic, students at American were permitted to order food for delivery to 
the campus during lunch time. But almost three years after the fact, students, 
campus supervisors, and administrators alike have encountered several is-
sues with the Doordash and UberEats orders. 
    American High adopted a closed campus policy after what were believed 
to be gang-related incidents that had led to the injuries of multiple students 
between 1994 and 1995. But the rest of the district’s high schools have con-
tinued to allow their students to leave campus during lunch, stirring up con-
versation surrounding American’s unique policies. 
     The school’s acceptance of DoorDash and UberEats orders has been great-
ly convenient for students, offering the ability to order food from their favor-
ite restaurants while remaining on campus in accordance with school rules. 
     “I Doordash around two times a week. Doordash lets me get food from 
places that have healthier options and align with my meal prep plans better 
than what school lunch provides me with,” AJ Torrado (12) said. 
     But with the influx of drivers entering campus during school hours and 
students losing track of their food, questions surrounding the safety and con-
tinuation of the policy have arisen — questions that may frame an open cam-
pus policy in a better light. 
     Campus supervisor Ms. Teixeira expressed concerns over having unidenti-
fied people on campus. “Doordashers have a job to do, but what they don’t 
realize is that this is a high school. They park their cars in the staff parking 
lot and walk all throughout campus looking for whoever ordered the food.” 
     From an administrator perspective, Mr. Peterson agreed that safety has 
been a major concern, but also noted that students take a risk when ordering 
food. “Some students leave class to pick up food because it arrives too early 
and then they get in trouble. Other times, if the drivers drop off the food in 
the wrong location, even if it’s not the students’ fault, they can still face dis-
cipline.” 

     On the other hand, students like Daisy Rodriguez (11) appreciate being 
able to order food, but have dealt with their own issues in receiving their 
meals. “One time I got my food stolen by some students, which was pretty 
recently, too. I’ve also gotten in trouble because Uber dropped it off at the of-
fice instead of the back parking lot,” she said. 
     But even with the liabilities in mind, students like Rodriguez are ultimately 
still willing to take the risk. “It’s worth it because I get to eat what I want to 
eat for that day.”
    With the many nuances that accompany allowing students to order food 
for delivery, a return to an open campus policy has become a perennial topic 
of discussion within students as well as campus supervisors. 
     “I’m for it,” said Ms. Teixeira. “I’m for juniors and seniors being able to 
leave and pick up their food and come right back during lunch, because it 
would reduce a lot of the traffic here at the school and there’s just too many 
strange people on campus.” 

Nanki Kaur | Staff Writer

The DoorDash Dilemma
Students receiving food deliveries triggers admin concerns over safety

     Rodriguez agreed, adding 
that open campus lunches 
would reduce admin’s frus-
trations. “I feel like it would 
be a lot better and easier that 
way. We wouldn’t be worried 
during class about ordering 
food and having it delivered 
on time, and we’d be way 
more focused during class.” 
     Mr. Peterson, on the other 
hand, remains skeptical. “I 
don’t know about that one, I 
don’t know.” 

Mohini 
Chahal (11) 
and Arnav 

Madhu (11) 
flaunt their 
Wingstop 

order deliv-
ered through 
Doordash. 
(PC: Nanki 
Kaur (11))



     On February 14, seniors received an email from American 
High School administrators reminding them of the “exclusive 
senior end-of-the-year events,” most of which require an ex-
pensive entry fee. Senior year is often glamorized, mainly be-
cause of all the exciting activities that accompany it; however, 
not everyone can afford to participate in them. Senior-year 
events should be less expensive and provide transparent finan-
cial support to those who need it.
     Senior events happen throughout the year and include the 

Senior Picnic ($100), 
Senior Cruise ($110), 

tal is at least $772. 
In Alameda County, 
the poverty line is 

$54,000, which is relatively high com-
pared to the rest of California. Even 

though lunch is free at AHS, 22% of students qualify for free or 
reduced lunch; about a quarter of students are at or below the 
poverty line. Seniors should not have to break the bank to en-
joy their best year of high school with their friends, especially 
when most students and families are saving for college/post-
graduation plans.
     In a poll of 130 seniors, conducted by the Eagle Era, 51% 
have or will skip a senior event because of the cost. The Senior 
Cruise, soon to come on March 1st, is the least popular event 
with 70% of seniors skip-
ping it because of its exor-
bitant price. 68% of students 
surveyed described 
senior year as “over-
priced and way too 
expensive for a me-
diocre experience” 
for lackluster events.
     In the survey, an anon-
ymous student (12) stat-

ed, “I would like to participate but I can’t always afford it.” “The 
price of senior year is so outrageous and is putting a lot of stress 
on my family. We weren’t prepared for all these expenses. Al-
though I am paying for almost everything, it is putting a heavy 
burden on my family and will take us time to gain the money 
back,” said another senior. Numerous seniors are forced to miss 
out on important dances and activities because they cannot af-
ford to pay over $100 every month.
     Commenting more personally on the issue, Edward Lim (12) 
said, “It really just doesn’t feel good [when you can’t go to cer-
tain events], because it’s my last year and these are a one time 
thing. Like Grad Nite. I was really floored and excited until I 
found out the price because I couldn’t go. It was really disheart-
ening.” And for those who cannot afford these regular expens-
es? “I feel like there should be some kind of financial assistance 
and discounts, specifically for significant things like Prom and 
Grad Nite that really make senior year special,” said Lim.
     AHS refuses to provide financial support or discounts for im-
portant senior activities (i.e. Prom, yearbooks, and Grad Night) 
because it is seen as unnecessary and an option for students to 
attend. According to the previous survey, 74% of seniors say 
that the school should supply discounts/financial aid and that 
they would benefit from it. These events hold great sentimental 
value and are often seen as rites of passage for seniors. Yet, the 
costs associated can place a strain on families already strug-
gling to make ends meet.
     The inability of low-income students to attend important 
senior events due to financial constraints enhances the class di-
vide within education, creating a visible contrast between those 
who can afford to participate and those who cannot. This not 
only highlights the socioeconomic inequalities inherent in the 
price barrier of these events but also reinforces feelings of ex-
clusion and marginalization among disadvantaged students.

Prom ($140), 
and Grad Nite 
($387), along 
with the req-
uisite gradua-

tion gown ($35). 
Overall, the to-

As more senior events loom closer, many students 
contemplate if they can afford to be a senior.
	 Hana Balderrama | Staff Writer

(PC: Hana
Balderama (12))

(PC: Logan King 
(12))

     The word “rizz” being named Oxford Uni-
versity Press’s Word of the Year in 2023 and 
being officially indoctrinated into Merriam 
Webster’s dictionary may come as a surprise 
to those who aren’t chronically online. Short 
for the originally Greek word “charisma,” it 
originated from social media influencer Kai 
Cenat and gained popularity quickly across 
numerous online platforms. Having con-
sidered this, much debate is still present on 
whether this term is part of African-Amer-
ican Vernacular English (AAVE) or not. 
Nevertheless, language is evolving, with In-
ternet lingo from various origins making its 
way into daily conversations thanks to high 
usage among younger generations.
     Yet despite the 
frequent use of 
such constantly 
evolving jargon, 
few of us actually 
know the origins 
and significance of 
these terms. Even 
still, using these 
colloquial terms 
regularly shows 
our appreciation 
for other cultures 
and should con-
tinue being used in 
our vocabulary. 
     The slang word 
“hella,” believe it or 
not, originated here 
in the San Francis-
co Bay Area, and is 

quite unique to the West Coast. Often used 
as an intensifying descriptor, it originated in 
the 1970s in the East Bay. More specifically, 
it was concocted within the strain of AAVE 
present in Oakland at a time when 47% of 
the city was Black and gained popularity 
through music and movies.
     Historically speaking, numerous words 
originally from AAVE have found their way 
into general popular slang. But it goes with-
out saying that the Bay Area is not what it 
used to be. Prior to the 1970s, San Francisco 
and much of the Bay was heavily influenced 
by values of hippie culture, inclusivity, ur-
ban development, and the arts. Genres such 
as rap and legends such as Tupac Shakur 
dominated the Bay in the 80s and 90s. How-
ever, the 90s also marked the years of the 
dot-com bubble, with Silicon Valley gaining 
prominence as a cornerstone of the Bay.
     The subsequent rise in the tech industry 
and its impact on the economy has allowed 
for the gentrification of the Bay Area as a 
whole. Salaries increasing for tech jobs has 
made the cost of living increasingly unaf-
fordable to those unable to adapt.
     As a result, demographics have since 
changed. Oakland’s population, which used 
to be 47% Black over 50 years ago, now only 
has 21%. In contrast, the Asian population 
has quadrupled in the past 40 years in Al-
ameda County, with only 8% of Asians re-
siding here in 1980 and the number now 
surpassing 32%.
     Even at AHS, Asians comprise over 73% 
of our school’s population. Even so, many of 

us still use AAVE (like “hella!”) quite regularly. 
While several schools in Fremont (including 
AHS until recently) used to be considered Ti-
tle 1 schools, meaning federal funding would 
be provided to schools to support socioeco-
nomically disadvantaged students, this is only 
true for three schools now: Kennedy High, 
Robertson High, and Walters Middle School.
     Passed down from generation to generation, 
AAVE still retains a highly influential sway 
over the popular American vernacular, despite 
the drastic demographic and cultural shifts 
in the Bay Area. This change raises questions 
on whether we are allowed to continue using 
these terms or whether we should simply let 
them be relics of the past. Distinct culture 

groups seem to have 
different privileges. 
Granted, there are 
certain deprecatory 

cultural diversity. 
Immigration from 
all over the world 
has allowed vari-
ous cultures to con-
gregate and spread 
within this nation.

     African American culture has left a siz-
able mark on American society. Throughout 
the 1900s, as more opportunities for equality 
emerged, they have transcended our artistic 
barriers. The Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s 
and 30s introduced new social consciousness 
and norms, and gave birth to forms of enter-
tainment such as jazz music. American soci-
ety has been highly impacted by their culture, 
even in the culinary world. What is consid-
ered to be southern barbecue today originated 
from African American culture.
     Spreading culture across the world has 
become effortless due to the Internet. As 
people from around the world share their 
backgrounds, users learn and appreciate their 
stories. Even in Fremont, a place largely con-
sidered to be an upper-middle class suburban 
area, is influenced by other cultures. The lan-
guage used online has a wide-reaching influ-
ence on the youth and is often why AAVE and 
other terms are often considered to be “Gen Z 
slang” rather than patois from a certain group 
of people. Online media helps uncover culture 
from unfamiliar communities and make them 
customary. 
     Refusing to use the niche, unique language 
that has built the Bay Area’s linguistic identity 
could result in a loss of significant cultural 
value. The Bay Area has a rich, colorful history 
that has made it one of the most successful and 
desirable regions to reside in. Retaining and 
acknowledging this history by using colloquial 
terms is a way to preserve our roots. Rather 
than worrying about cultural appropriation, 
we should focus on cultural appreciation.

Demographic shifts in race and economic standing raise questions over 
Bay Area lingo, but we can maintain the best of both worlds

Vrajesh Daga | Staff Writer
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and offensive terms 
we should certainly 
stray away from to 
form a more har-
monious, coales-
cent society.
     If there is one 
thing the U.S. is 
known for, it’s its 
demographic and 
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     On February 14, roughly 
1,111 AHS students fell victim 
to the phenomenon dubbed 
“Valentinestagram,” in which 
those in relationships (and em-
pathetic situationships) flood-
ed social media with their cel-
ebration. 
     However, according to quan-
tum and aerodynamic cal-
culations by the Intermittent 
Dating Group of Associated 
Friends (I.D.G.A.F.), “Finding 
love should be easy.” 
     I thus present solutions for 
those of you who still cannot 
“pull” (unless the door says 
“push”)—in oldspeak, to ex-
press romantic feelings. 
     Quite long ago, the founder 
behind Chromebook stared at 
my optic nerves and said, “Do 
the right thing.” 
     Indeed, “the right thing” is 
to utilize the Chromebook for 
communication. By sandwich-
ing a picture of your face in 
every Chromebook, there is an 
infallible probability they will 
witness your beauty. 
     “How would people know 
who the picture is directed 
at?” asked Vivian Lu (12). Te-
lepathy, of course. In fact, I suc-
ceeded with this method! 
     “Um, I noticed her picture 
during the iReady Balloon 
Break. I mean, I just wanted 
someone to pay for my meals,” 
said Boyfriend #3. Despera-
tion, and definitely not mutual 
affection, unites us all. 
     Or, by diagonally searching at 
87º NE on Facebook, seek out 
baby pictures on their mother’s 
profile (with whom, of course, 
you are already friends). Oh, 
on June 15, 2012 he was en-
joying a parfait on the London 
Bridge? Suddenly, you have a 
new post of you falling off Lon-
don Bridge that same day, and 
his little grubby hand extended 
to catch you!
     “Um, I think this advice 
might be illegal,” said Diana 
Morimoto (12). 
     Well, I say nay! Dare I say 
have a bad day! Last I checked, 
appreciating a mother’s social 
post is a form of intergenera-
tional feminist inclusivity.
     In fact, according to NASA’s 
satellite technology, 94.3% of 
mascots in lasting interspecies 
relationships utilized this very 

Valentines’ Day 2024 may be out, but seeking love at American 
High will always be in. 

Angelina Li | Staff Writer

lovers, Isabel Wu (12) said, 
“Obama the Eagle and the Husky 
from that Tak Fudenna orange 
school. District of Columbia, I 
think?”
     However, if technology is not 
your strong suit (you boomer!), 
the Regina George approach has 
been trending due to the rise in 
Reneé Rapp’s popularity, who 
starred as George in the recent 
movie adaptation of the musical 
adaptation of the movie adapta-
tion of real life. 
     Near the vicinity of your tar-
get, deploy your friends to exalt 
your name. Defamation laws are 
so strict anyway, so of course, 
word-of-mouth is the most trust-
ed source.
     “I heard that when Angelina 
takes her Econ tests, she gener-
ously swaps her empty test with 
her friend so he gets a second 
opportunity to demonstrate his 
macroeconomic acumen!” “I 
heard that when Angelina hit her 
best friend with her Corvette, she 
offered to pay all of the car dam-
ages!” (“I wasn’t in a car,” said Lu, 
the beloved friend in question. 
Well, your target doesn’t know 
that!)
     Ladies and gentlemen, that is 
how I landed Boyfriend #7.
     Ultimately, following any of 
my suggestions will guarantee 
you a lover for the next Valen-
tine’s Day. Or all, if you’re trying 
to be as popular as me with my 
seven men in rotation, by which 
I’m flattered. 
     So, instead of being boring 
and printing out your 100-point 
essay, print those selfies! Self-
love? That’s loser talk. Imagine 
parading through life knowing 
that you do not need a romantic 
partner to be satisfied and that 
everyone is in a different stage in 
life. Imagine knowing your own 
self-worth is not tied to the gaze 
of anyone else.
     Wow, really, imagine that blas-
phemy. Couldn’t be me—I feed 
off the approval of dwarves and 

technique.
 When asked 
to name the 
most
inspirational 
pair of such 

A foolproof adjustment to the school system 

Aniya Badal | Staff Writer

      One of the problems that has 
hindered learning the most in 
the history of schools are bro-
ken classrooms. That’s right. 
I’m talking about leaky ceilings, 
holey walls, creaky floors, and 
faulty air-conditioning. You all 
have experienced this at least 
once. Taking a test while the 
ceiling is crying onto your head? 
Fingers frozen because the heat-
er isn’t working? Afraid to walk 
around the classroom and make 
a squeak noise so loud it sounds 
like the floor will cave out from 
under you? 
     Well, lament no longer! With 
this new and improved learn-
ing plan, structural deficien-
cies will no longer be the bane 
of our education. The Eagle 
Era now presents to you: Na-
ture Learning. In simple terms, 
Nature Learning is learning in 
nature, i.e. outside, i.e. i.e. no 
classrooms. Since defects in es-
tablishments are so common yet 
so annoying, we have decided 
to abolish buildings altogether. 
With Nature Learning, leaky 
ceilings will not be a problem, 
because there will be no ceil-

nearest tree. 
     Uninterested Senior (12) says, 
“Yeah, I guess. It seems cool. I 
won’t be here for much longer 
anyways. Have fun with that.” 
     Senior’s friend, Suddenlyin-
terested Freshman (9), says, “I 
have some concerns. First of all, 
how will we manage in the rain? 
What about kids with grass al-
lergies? And how will we write 
without desks?” 
     To these concerns we say, 
suck it up! A little rain and wind 
never hurt anybody. Students 
will learn how to write on what-
ever surface is available. And as 
for kids with allergies, well, Liv-
ing Earth didn’t teach us about 
survival of the fittest for noth-
ing. 
     With Nature Learning, there 
will be no fear of trees fall-
ing into classrooms, rendering 
them unusable. In fact, fallen 
trees will excite and enliven the 
classes as a broken branch can 
now be repurposed as a chair 
or desk. Nature Learning will 
allow students to connect more 
thoroughly with Mother Earth. 
Since this generation is so dis-
connected from reality, Nature 
Learning will enable both stu-
dents and teachers to develop 
a relation to this planet we call 
home. 
     After all, who wouldn’t want 
to follow around teachers while 
taking notes, just like Socrates 
and his students? 
     While there are several sim-
ple substitute solutions, such 
as using district money to keep 
classrooms in working condi-
tions, making sure nearby foli-
age is well-trimmed, improving 
facilities, renovating plumbing, 
or even listening to complaints 
and acting on them, none of 
these options provide the aes-
thetic and convenience of Na-
ture Learning.

Bathroom passes will 
no longer be a

necessity: all you 
need is the nearest 

tree. 

ings. Walls will not have holes, 
because there will be no walls. 
Floors will not creak, because 
how can grass creak? And the 
only AC or heating units needed 
will be the wind and sun. Bath-
room passes will no longer be 
a necessity: all you need is the 

Portable E is currently out of order because of a rude tree which fell (PC: Aniya 
Badal (12)).
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     Super Bowl LVIII delivered an exhilarating overtime showdown as the Kansas City Chiefs beat the San Fran-

     Taylor Swift’s boyfriend, Travis Kelce emerged as Mahomes’ go-to target, amassing an impressive 93 re-
ceiving yards while hauling in nearly all of the 10 passes targeting him.
     Despite a commendable effort from 49ers quarterback Brock Purdy, nicknamed Mr. Irrelevant due to him 
being the last pick in the 2022 NFL Draft, it was Mahomes’ stellar performance that ultimately proved deci-

sive in clinching the championship for the Chiefs.
     The importance of special teams and turnovers loomed 
large throughout the game, with both teams relying on their 
kickers in crucial moments and turnovers shaping the course 

      As the game progressed into overtime, only the second in Super Bowl history, the stakes 
heightened. The 49ers, granted the first possession in overtime, managed a field goal, setting the 
stage for a dramatic conclusion. Mahomes, undeterred by a slow start, orchestrated a masterful 75-
yard drive, culminating in a touchdown pass to Mecole Hardman Jr. that sealed the Chiefs’ victory.
     Despite facing a 10-3 halftime deficit and enduring a challenging start to the second half with 
an interception, Mahomes demonstrated remarkable composure and leadership. He rallied the 
Chiefs offense with a touchdown drive in the third quarter and orchestrated a game-tying field 
goal in regulation, setting the stage for his heroics in overtime.
     Mahomes’ ability to deliver under pressure was on full display, as he converted critical fourth-
down and third-down situations with a combination of precision passing and elusive scrambling. 
His clutch performance in the face of adversity ultimately propelled the Chiefs to triumph over the 
49ers’ incredible defense at the start of the game.
     While the Chiefs may not have had the ideal start to the game, their remarkable second-half re-
surgence allowed them to edge out the San Francisco 49ers, earning them a well-deserved recogni-
tion of the Super Bowl Trophy.

Aayush Kumbhare (12) nervously waits for the final play 
of the game, where the 49ers eventually lost. (PC: Tanay 

Kapoor (12))

A deep dive on the storylines of this year’s Super Bowl
Arya Kunisetty | Staff Writer

of play. A fumble by the 49ers early in the game and an interception thrown by Mahomes added 
to the tension, while the Chiefs also suffered a fumble of their own.

cisco 49ers 25-22 on February 11th. Patrick Mahomes earned his third Super Bowl MVP title, solidifying 
his status as one of the game’s premier quarterbacks with 333 passing yards, 2 touchdowns, and 66 rushing 
yards.

     The game was the most-watched Super Bowl ever, garnering an all-time high of 123.4 million views 
across platforms. Krishay Garg (11) said, “A potential reason for the increase in views is because Taylor 
Swift attended.”  The famous singer has famously supported the Chiefs due to her romantic relationship 
with Kansas City tight end Travis Kelce. Many people watched the Super Bowl because of Swift, but cer-
tain  football fans were frustrated by the diverting focus on the pop star.
     “There was too much emphasis on Taylor Swift over the game itself,” said Garg. “I felt more of the at-
tention should have been on the players and the game itself.”

A recap of the girl’s soccer season and players’ input on their triumph over all other schools  

Ella Knickerbocker | Staff Writer

     Placing first in the league, 
AHS’s girls’ soccer reigned 
supreme and won every 
match they played against 
the other Fremont Unified 
schools. They successfully 
made it to the first round of 
NCS, beating James Logan 
High in both matches they 
played against them. 
     “Beating Logan for the first 
time in more than ten years 
set our team up for success,” 
Nessya Shapiro (12) said. 
“Then, when we beat New-
ark, that established our first 
place in the league, so after 
that, we knew we needed to 
win the rest of our games.” 
     Before the league started, 
the girls’ soccer team had 
non-league games against 
schools outside of our dis-
trict, and during finals week 
that was a challenge. “The 
game we played the night be-
fore finals, we played against 
Freedom High School. Our 
teams were pretty well-
matched, but they ended up 
beating us 2-0 and that was 

“We have kept the win streak 
since break but [at the time] 
that loss was pretty tough.” 
     Since then, the girl’s team 
has felt a newfound sense of 
camaraderie and has pulled 
themselves together to win 
every game after. 

     “[After beating Newark], 
we all went and had pizza be-
cause we knew that this game 
just determined the rest of 
the season,” Shapiro said. “It 
was a pretty heated game and 
we went two to one, but win-
ning that game set the bar for 

the rest of the season.” 
     After securing their spot 
at first in the league, the girl’s 
team knew that they were set-
ting themselves up for their 
very last game, and when se-
nior night came, they played 
their hearts out on the field. 

“Senior night was epic. We 
demolished Irvington elev-
en to zero and the energy 
coming off the bench and 
the crowd was awesome,” 
said Shapiro. “I think both 
teams had fun. We knew 
most of the people on the 
other team and they weren’t 
upset over losing, because 
they were happy for us se-
niors.”
     As the seniors move on, 
the underclassmen are mov-
ing in to take their spots 
on the team and carry the 
team to many more victori-
ous seasons in the future. “I 
met new people, I learned a 
lot—a whole different style 
of playing—and it was hard 
keeping up as a freshman, 
but towards the end, I be-
came more comfortable. I 
got to make history for our 
team this year beating Lo-
gan. The whole season has 
been a wonderful experi-
ence overall,” said Gabriella 
Casatellino (9). 

our last game before win-
ter break,” Shapiro said. 

The American High girl’s soccer team takes a celebratory dab after they beat Mission San Jose, 
proving them undefeated and securing their spot at first in the league. (PC: Val Ignatov)
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     From January 21-25, two student candidates battled amicably to become Ameri-
can’s next Associated Student Body (ASB) president, but on Friday, January 26 at 3:13 
pm, one sole electee’s name echoed from the loudspeakers throughout the hallways: 
Avishi Baldwa (11). 
     “It’s surreal to finally have arrived at my final stop in ASB and I’m just very grateful 

because throughout the election process, I got so much support from so many people, and it was 
just really heartwarming to see.”

     Baldwa, who is beyond ecstatic to have earned the posi-
tion, is a familiar (and friendly) face around the school. She has 
been running for student government positions since fresh-

man year. Last year, she centered her campaign around boba, saying 
she represented her voters’ “perfect boba drink, but as a person.” 
This year, her campaign was based on her love for music.
     “I like to not just show myself as a candidate, but as a person. 

Adept, Adaptable, 
Ambitious: Avishi

Baldwa Future ASB 
President

Step into the mind of future AHS ASB president Avishi 
Baldwa as she lets us in on the secrets of campaigning 

and her plans for the ‘24-’25 school year 

Malaya Cruz | Staff Writer

     Ian Budiman (11) hopes that the second issue of his self-produced Clovr Magazine can feel right at home in a bathroom.
     “Kind of like a pooping magazine,” said Budiman. 
     A work in progress from July to December 2023, the second issue of Clovr Magazine—described on its cover as an “unserious 
magazine art project that went to [sic] far”—is the latest creation in Budiman’s repertoire. Created entirely through his phone, it’s 
an electrifying, FRUiTS-esque, teenage existentialist take on what it means to be creative.
     “I always thought it was a really cool idea to have a magazine,” Budiman said. “And I thought it would be really cool to make 

When there are a lot of other candidates, it’s really important to break that line,” 
said Baldwa.
       Currently, she serves as the school’s ASB secretary, a role where she works 
alongside fellow executive members.

     “I’m a very vocal person, and they always gave me space to express my opinions. ” 
Baldwa said. “It is a little scary because I don’t have them to rely on, but one thing that 
helps is that I’ve been preparing myself for this position. I absorb every event or plan-
ning [process], so I know how to do it for next year. I’m just gonna keep doing what I 

have been and try my best and remember why I’m doing this.”
     With her new position, Baldwa plans on creating a new club system that will pair like-minded teach-
ers and students and highlighting underrepresented underclassmen voices.

     “I think we could benefit the student body as a whole by not just focusing on ASB events. Spirit Week is great and I want 
to keep that train going strong, but there are a lot of other things that affect more students who aren’t active participants, and 
one of those is through clubs,” said Baldwa. “I also want to make sure that we’re not just taking into account the opinions of 
students who are [just] in Leadership—who are mostly juniors and seniors—[by] getting the perspective of underclassmen, 
one of the groups that are a little harder for us to reach.”
     However, her presidential role is no easy feat. As a major representative of the student body, Baldwa is constantly on the 
receiving end of student criticism. 
     “I’m an assertive person, and sometimes people don’t like that. There’s always going to be someone who disagrees with 
what you do, but as long as you’re the person who’s taking action, you shouldn’t feel bad about taking up space,” said Baldwa.
     Nevertheless, she refuses to let their negativity stifle her unfaltering growth mindset. 
     “Making mistakes is okay and even if you receive criticism, it’s always an opportunity to grow,” said Baldwa. “If you work 
hard and have passion, it is bound to be noticed and sometimes not in the forms you expect. I didn’t expect to lose some of the 
elections that I did, or win some of the elections that I did. At the end of the day, if you want people to see you for your success—if 
you want to see yourself for your success—those ‘L’s’ are kind of inevitable.” 

my own that showcases all the things I’ve been doing.”
     Budiman has translated his amalgamation of various personal influences and creative endeavors into a vibrant 

visual language. Shots of himself and his friends, electric summer days illuminated in iPhones and 
captured within digital cameras. Stickers featuring Tyler, the Creator, Brian Griffin, and the titular char-
acter from the manga Yotsuba&! Sprawling visuals of quiet suburbs, Oregonian mountaintops, 
Japanese subway cars, and bustling Alameda fairgrounds. Even a wanted poster for none other 
than himself, charged for being “sighted at multiple locations throughout the bay in atrocious 
outfits…The man is also guilty of homicide too I guess.”
     Born out of a fit of boredom, Clovr Magazine came to be on Budiman’s vaca-
tion to Italy during his sophomore year. “From there I just started writing about 
my experiences and planning out pages. And I think it took me maybe two or three 
months to finish.”

       Yet Budiman has taken deliberate steps to differentiate this second issue from its pre-
decessor. “I really wanted something that would take you a lot longer to read.” Certainly, 

he accomplished his goal: paragraphs written in playful fonts elaborating on 
anything from his definition of art to his exceptionally weak immune system 
compose the core of the magazine. 
     Interspersed throughout the issue are advertisements for various Clovr 

products, such as red 3D-printed pendants and stainless silver rings. Prior to the publica-
tion of the issue, Budiman had released his first clothing collection under the Clovr brand, 
accompanied with several promotional short videos. “I spent a lot of time filming this 
summer,” said Budiman. “Almost every day I would kind of just go out [with] no plan, 
meet up with my friends, and we would just bike somewhere.”
     One of those friends was Sean Shin (11), who Budiman cites as a close outlet through 
which he could relay his ideas. Enzo the Magazine is also another source of creative 
inspiration for Budiman, who said in a statement to the Eagle Era, “Every single 
kind of thing—whether it be events or video or magazines or whatever—they 
are all possible and it’s just a matter of doing the work to make it good.” 
     Evidently, Budiman has internalized that philosophy. Because beyond 
the eclectic influences, eye-catching colors, and introspective 
approaches lies what is perhaps Budiman’s biggest strength: his 
humility and fearlessness before the scope of his own ideas. “It 
feels great to be a part of Clovr,” Shin said. “To be a part of 
something big—it feels nice.” 
     Budiman has even more in store for this “some-
thing big,” finding fulfillment in continuous creative 
output. In fact, immediately after the publication of 
the magazine, Budiman quickly realigned his atten-

The Creatr Behind Clovr
Fresh off the release of the second issue of his magazine, multimedia artist and Clovr founder Ian Budiman (11)

tion toward clothing. “At the moment, I’m 
working on my next two drops,” Budi-

man said. “I’m trying to keep myself 
busy.” As he travels from cut cloth, 
vivid videos, printed pages 
and back again, wearers, 
viewers, and readers can be 
confident that Budi-
man isn’t slowing 
down anytime soon. 

Vaishnav Desabhatla and Vincent Nghiem 
Staff Writer, Co-Editor-in-Chief
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     Fremont-made film Dìdi (little brother) made 
its debut at the Sundance Film Festival in January, 
where it won the U.S. Dramatic Audience Award 
along with the hearts of its viewers. The semi-au-
tobiographical film, inspired by classics like Stand 
By Me, is reminiscent of Bo Burnham’s Eighth 
Grade in its distinctly cringe-inducing accuracy 
and empathy towards its protagonist, 13-year-old 
Chris Wang (Isaac Wang) who lives in Fremont, 
CA with his mother, Chungsing (Joan Chen), old-
er sister Vivian (Shirley Chen), and grandmother 
“Nai Nai” (Chang Li Hua). The only recurring role 
without an actor is Chris’s father, whose absence 
lingers through the pangs of loneliness driving his 
internal drive to fit in.
     Throughout the film, Chris is shown trying 
on different identities as any teenager does, por-
trayed by actor Isaac Wang with an acute awk-
wardness that shows he never quite fits into any of 
them. Whether the protagonist is Chris, or “Wang 
Wang,” or “Dìdi,” the writing charms viewers into 
going along with each name he dons. The humor, 
though juvenile and self-effacing, never appears 
saccharine as it meets the character at his level. 
The absurdity of his actions like swallowing a lit 
roach or blowing up mailboxes, are balanced by 
his relatability when pretending to share interests 
with his crush or awkwardly laughing through mi-

croaggressions he faces at school. 
     From MySpace to Paramore, to handheld cam-
corders, director Sean Wang creates an immersive 
time capsule of the late 2000s for Chris and the 
audience to stumble through. As his grandmother 
Nai Nai complains about kids never going outside, 
Wang displays that people can make memories 
with a few clicks, a sentiment that rings true today.
     While the 90-minute film has received criticism 

for its “messiness in plot,” it feels intentional as the 
protagonist matches this unpredictable search for 
purpose as well. “It's not another film set in New 
York, it's somewhere quieter and slower and that's 
something that a lot of kids grew up with. I guess 
that’s kind of our representation. You have these 
summers where you just bike around, those days 
you don't know what to do, but you're just kind of 
just around your town, right?” said Ian Budiman 
(11), highlighting how this meandering plot par-
allels growing up in Fremont.
     Amulya Manoj (12), who recalls seeing an audi-
tion flier for Dìdi, noted her surprise at the film 
making such strides, “It didn't seem like a big deal 
at the time. I had no idea it would go on to win 
awards. I'm so used to watching movies that are 
produced in Hollywood, where it's the same com-
mon faces you're used to seeing. This is refresh-
ing.” 
     “Refreshing” seems to be the right word to de-
scribe it. Beyond Fremont and the time frame, 
everyone can relate to Dìdi in some way: moth-
ers, teens, anyone struggling to fit in. Chris’s story 
is one that almost everyone has played some role 
in throughout time, and Sean Wang lends each a 
unique recognition. Send some forgiveness and 
love back to your thirteen-year-old self, and watch 
Dìdi in theaters this July. 

Emaan Irfan | Staff Writer

Dìdi: Fremont filmmaker navigates growing pains
in award-winning debut

Sean Wang’s Sundance feature doesn’t shy away from the ugly truths of adolescence

Seven years in the making, Sean Wang’s Dìdi 
takes a retrospective look at Fremont (PC: Emaan 
Irfan (11)).

     Anthony Fantano recently called Vultures 1 by the 
newly formed rap supergroup ¥$ (Kanye “Ye” West and 
Ty Dolla $ign) “unreviewable.” So, I saw it fitting that it 
be the first album reviewed in this new hip-hop review 
column. 
     Released on February 9th, Vultures 1 spans about 
55 minutes. The album feels bloated, with tracks like 
“PAID” and “DO IT” faring as generic mainstream rap 
songs—quite un-Kanye-esque.
     Despite this, the album has its share of gems. From 
“Burn”’s soulful sample chops to the ominousness of 
“Carnival”’s choir sample of soccer fan group, Inter Mi-
lan, Ye is evidently still in his prime as a producer. Lyri-
cally, the album has its moments. Ty Dolla $ign comes 
through with catchy hooks and choruses, but Kanye’s 
verses range from heartfelt to confused and confusing. 
Some bars like the title track’s infamous callback to his 
previous anti-Semitic statements “How can I be anti-Se-
mitic, I just f**ked a Jewish b***ch,” leave you scratching 
your head about what you just heard.
     The hot-and-cold trend in terms of music quality per-
sists throughout the album with the intro to “Problemat-
ic” being executed in a grand manner while others make 
me want to cry in a dazed and confused depression, 
making me think about what brought me to the point 
of listening to Kanye comparing himself to R. Kelly, Bill 
Cosby, and P Diddy at four in the morning.
     Though the album wavers in places, Ye has stayed 
true to his philosophy: the album was independently 
released and advertised, and, as promised years ago, all 
Yeezy merch is now $20. Critics like Anthony Fantano 
claim you cannot separate the art from the artist when 
the artist is the art, though this is true, this approach is 
the wrong way to approach things. What makes Vultures 
1 so intriguing is the persons behind it; it is the contro-
versy behind it. Recognizing the fatal flaws of Ye’s mysti-
cal figure is vital to do before listening to the album but 
so is realizing the important place this album holds in 
his career. An artist that was shutout by most, if not all, 
major organizations returned in a successful manner, ar-
tistically and commercially, this has historically—for the 
most part—been impossible. This collaborative album 
with Ty Dolla $ign proves Ye can still put out an album 
in which he continues to push the envelope through a 
fully successful independent release of the music and his 
YZY brand. 7/10.

Vaishnav Desabhatla | Staff Writer

Reviewing the “Unreviewable”
A review of Ye and Ty Dolla $ign’s long-awaited al-

bum Vultures 1

     Election week: a time when students are met 
with banners and fliers adorning the walls, and 
candidates are scrambling to cover blank spaces 
with eye-catching posters to promote their cam-
paign. Students pass by these posters and pay no 
mind to them, but for candidates like new ASB 
Chief Justice Hetanshi Vakharia (11), the design 
and placement is critical for their campaign. “Ev-
erything is a step-by-step process of gathering in-
spiration: I would go on Pinterest to build on my 
ideas, sketch everything out from fliers to posters, 
get them printed out, find where the most foot 
traffic is, put them up, and the campaign starts.”
     The aesthetics of a campaign are essential to 
make a candidate memorable and unique. Student 
candidates understand this concept well, imbuing 
themselves and nostalgia into posters and videos 
alike. “We mainly wanted to focus on nostalgia 
so that’s why we used yearbook photos and the 
theme of memories to emotionally touch people 
because I feel like people recognize that there’s 
only four years in your high school experience,” 
said new junior president Vaishu Kalamula (10).
    While each candidate has their distinctive aes-
thetics, what seems to relate these themes is senti-
ment.  “My theme was sunflowers. It was because 
I [bought] a sunflower backpack in freshman year, 
and throughout freshman year everyone started 
calling me sunflower backpack girl,” Vakharia 
says. “Because a lot of people couldn’t find their 
way around the school. If they knew that I was in 
their class, they’d use my backpack to follow me 
to their classes.”
     As fond reminiscences drive these campaigns, 
more memories are created throughout election 
week. “For our campaign posters we used our 
yearbook photos to show how we grew up, giving 
a nostalgic feel. The person I campaigned with, 
we’ve been best friends since second grade. Look-
ing back, we’d probably be shocked that we’re run-
ning together.” Kalamula says. 
     Although starting as a only hobby, Nathan Kao 
(11) pitches in his knack for graphic design to 

help create campaign posters. “I had the honor of helping 
Avishi [Baldwa (11)] and Mady [Tran (11)] with their 
posters. For Avishi, I would incorporate a lot of nature 
to her posters, so I added colors that made them seem 
nature-y,” Kao says. “It gave me a chance to experiment 
with new kinds of styles for fliers that I’ve never tried out 
before. Being able to work with them, constantly having 
interactions, brought me closer to them.”
     Even with the fun and passion that went into running 
campaigns, candidates often found themselves stressed. 
“I gathered over 80 testimonials from people, talking 
about why I would be a good ASB Chief Justice. After 
that, I compiled them into a video and it was a really 
time-consuming process. It was difficult with remind-
ing people and editing, but it worked out in the end,” 
Vakharia says.
     While most students may not think much of election 
week, candidates remember this time as a period of their 
perseverance being put to the test, ultimately bringing 
the student body and candidates together. “Even though 
you’re going against other students, there’s one thing that 
people are connected by and it’s the hard work we’re put-
ting into this election,” Kalamula says. “We can all re-
spect that no matter what we think of their campaign. It 
unifies us.”

Mylo Herzog | Staff Writer

ASB Candidates Draw in Votes with Creative Cam-
paign Posters

A look into the candidates’ self-expression and how election week can bring students 
together

Student candidates put a variety of posters on the staircases 
wrapping around the rotunda.“Being there at 6:30 in the 
morning and seeing your posters everywhere around the 
school makes you feel important.” said Vaishu Kalamula 

(10). (PC: Mylo Herzog (12))
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year in 6 countries across the globe.
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materials.
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