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REMEMBERING MR. CHAN

AHS honors the memory and legacy of Mr. Chan

Annie Liu
Editor-in-Chief

On the evening of Sep-
tember 12, AHS students,
families, staff, and alumni
gathered together to at-
tend a Celebration of Life
for Mr. Chan, a beloved
teacher at American who
had been teaching AP
Physics 1 and AP Physics
C for the past three years.

During the remem-
brance, which was attended
by Mr. Chan’s family, mem-

Mr. Chan has impacted
them. Many students re-
called Mr. Chan’s uncon-
ventional teaching style,
which was designed to chal-
lenge students in his class to
think critically, while oth-
ers fondly remembered his
genuine passion and excite-
ment for what he taught,
and still others reflected
on the lifelong values that
he instilled in his students.

Students also set up nu-
merous memorials for Mr.
Chan to show their appre-

dents as well as staft covered
a table outside of the class-
room where Mr. Chan had
taught physics for the last
two years. Dozens of flower
bouquets accompanied the
messages. In addition, stu-
dents came together to paint
a poster depicting all of Mr.
Chan’s favorite things, in-
cluding inside jokes and
references to topics that he
would mention in class. The
poster is currently displayed
inside the science wing.

In honor of all of the

“Mr. Chan
taught

me more
math than e
my math
teach-

ers ever
did and
made a
hard class
the class

I looked
forward
to the

bers of the community took
turns telling stories of how

ciation. Sticky notes bearing
messages from
both past and
M@ current  stu-

positive contributions he
made to American during
his time as a teacher, Mr.
Chan was awarded the first
Nest of Honor of this year.

most each

morning.

I enjoyed

the stories he told us and respect him for being one of my
greatest academic inspirations. He’s in a better place now,
a place in which he believed that pigs could fly indepen-
dent from the path of a conical pendulum.”

-Chris Choo, class of 2018
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£ | "Physics equals numbers
| plus concepts that disprove
| popular, misleading theo-
ries (what do you mean the
shopping cart pushes ME
when I'm clearly pushing
IT), which equals terrified
= and confused. Mr. Chan
changed my perspective as I learned the mind-blowing craftsmanship
of the universe. He bestowed on his students the knowledge of gravi-
tational pull that prevents us from floating into space and the—prepare
to be shocked-very much fictional centripetal force that keeps us from
breaking our heads on rollercoasters. His labs were challengingly engag-
ing-flying pigs were loose from their cages for a week—and his iconic
pre-exam hype music is never to be forgotten: ARE YOU READY TO
RUMBLE???” Now, as a college freshman, I can’t ever express how grate-
ful I am for his teaching as I plow my way through physics class. Thank
you, Mr. Chan, and may you rest in peace." -Emily Hung, class of 2019

“One thing Mr. Chan
emphasized was not to
look too much into the

numbers [and grades];

it's what you learn in

class that matters the

most. For him to say

that it’s not the num-

bers that matter [but

rather] the quality of

what you learn—1I just

thought that was really

different from what I'd

always been told. That stuck with me, because no other teacher has ever told I
me it’s not about the grade” -Maggie Liu, class of 2020
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Dear Eagles,

With first quarter winding
down, it’s interesting to look
back at what we've accom-
plished over the first part of
this school year. Here at the
Eagle Era, we've spent the last
two months hard at work to
bring you this first issue of the
2019-2020 school year. From
welcoming a new team of
staff writers, to going over the
basics of journalism, to scram-
bling to conduct interviews
and take photos, we’ve been
in a whirlwind of commotion
over this past quarter.

It’s also been a period of ex-
ploring new territory for us as
a media source. This year, the
Eagle Era is piloting a video
broadcast called Halfway Point
in which we bring together
students with opposing views
on controversial topics and
allow them the chance to have
a meaningful and productive
discussion. We recently had
our first shoot, and the results
were quite impressive! We

look forward to bringing you
the first episode very soon.
We're also introducing Hu-
mans of AHS this year, which
strives to tell the stories of a
variety of individuals across
the American High communi-
ty, each with their own unique
background. To us, all of these
publications (including the
main newspaper) are centered
around our fundamental mis-
sion: to serve as a medium
through which the AHS com-
munity can be informed, feel
represented, and have their
voices heard.

This issue is the culmi-
nation of all of our efforts
throughout the past two
months here at the Eagle Era.
We hope you enjoy it.

Annie Liu
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Dear Eagles,

Well, two months of school
have already gone by. How
are we all doing? Good? Bad?

For me, personally, I've been
going back and forth over the
past few months between two
states: tired senior and excited
senior. As a tired senior, I'm
facing college applications, AP
classes, and an urge to sleep
despite my workload. I get to
spend half of the year worry-
ing about sending essays and
the other half worrying about
receiving responses. I'm a tired
senior from running to my
first period every morning so
that I'm not late, but that one’s
on me.

As an excited senior, 'm
enjoying my classes this year
as they’re more creativity-
based, like drama, journalism,
and culinary. Who could've
guessed that a person as
introverted as I am would
enjoy the classes that put her
on the spot? I was an excited
senior for senior sunrise and
senior picnic, and I'm eagerly
awaiting prom and grad night,
which seem to be ages away.
And, of course, I am defi-

oaeigot LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

nitely an excited senior for this
month’ issue, which is our
first issue of the school year
and my second one as an Eagle
Era editor. We've covered the
enthusiasm of spirit week,

the unexpected cancellation

of school, the riveting debate
over marching band’s status

as a sport, and much more. To
honor Mr. Chan, we've decided
to share the statements of both
students and teachers who
have been impacted by his
presence. Though I've never
been taught by him personally,
I've heard many interesting
stories from the people around
me, and I hope these continue
to keep his memory alive.

I'm looking forward to the
school year of 2019-2020 and
the stories we’ll cover, no mat-
ter how difficult they may be,
and I hope you, dear readers,
will stay with us every step of
the way.

Michelle Lee
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Learning How to Dress

Different opinions on the dress code

Nydia Kuo
Staff Writer

Having the responsibil-
ity of taking care of the stu-
dents’ well being, schools
set dress codes to protect
students; however, there are
times when people think
the dress code discriminates
against female students.

“I have [read the dress

“[1t’s not fair] not being able to show shoulder or stomachs,
the fingertip rule for shorts too,” said Yang. “I [can’t] even
think of [any] rules the guys [as unfair], they are pretty
decent.”

code], [and] the dress code
is somewhat equal,” Juli-
ana Yang (10) says, “but
definitely harsher to girls”
Many female students

nod their heads in agree-
ment with that statement as
there are more restrictions
towards what girls can and
cannot wear. An example
is that it mentions “Tank
tops, off-the-shoulder or
short blouses/shirts or [any]
blouses/ shirts that show the
torso, stomach, or midriffare
not allowed” When she ex-
plains the limitations of the
school sets, she also thinks
that there is a rule from the
dress code that should be
changed. Yes, breaking a rule
will ultimately lead to a con-
sequence. Still, in this case,
the punishment is too se-
vere for something as small
as clothing. After all, dress
up is one of the ways a stu-
dent can express themselves.
“Girls shouldn't have to
leave campus if they break
[the] dress code, and break-
ing the dress code shouldn’t
lead to detention,” Yang said.
Students get the conse-
quence when an adult sees
them in the wrong cloth-

ing, but who gets called out
for these mistakes more?
“I think girls are often
called out more often for
breaking the dress code than
guys are,” according to Kavin
Goyal (10), “therearestill stu-
dents who wear gang colors,
and there are some guys that
even sag their pants around
the campus” According to
the dress code, those two
factors are part of the dress
code that students should
not be wearing their clothes
like that at school. However,
teachers tend to point out fe-
male students that failed to
follow the rules completely.
But even if the dress code
seems like it was created to
discriminate against female
students, it was designed
to prevent any distractions.
“Teenagers can be dis-
tracted by so many different
things,” Mr. Reibenschuh (as-
sistant principal) said, “and
whether it's seeing a girl’s
shoulder or back of a young
man’s pants sagging, it’s very
distracting. We, as people,
can be distracted very eas-
ily anyway.” By keeping that
in mind, the school tries to
keep these distractions to a

minimum. After all, this is a
place to learn; and the lesson
here is to know how to dress
properly for each situation.
The reason behind set-
ting a dress code in the first-
place anyway is to make sure
everyone is appropriately
dressed for a school setting.
“We want to make sure
that they understand the
difference  [of clothing]
between relaxing at their
home,” Mr. Reibenschuh
explains, “relaxing at their
friend’s house, [and] going
shopping in the mall from
what they wear to school,
In Mr. Reibenschuh’s
mind, each situation calls
for different clothing; one
will not wear their best
clothes when gardening or
wear something revealing
at work. So continuing the
same concept, the clothes
worn to school should be
more conservative to fit the
educational  environment.
Without a doubt, there

are reasons to dislike or
like something. Every rule
created at school has a rea-
sonable idea, and that in-
cludes the dress code too.
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Deadlines are Closer Than

They Appear

AP Exam Registration Date Moves Up to October

Aarya Vaidya
Staff Writer
It's happening now. You
may have hoped to wait
several more months be-
fore even thinking about it,
but AP Exam registrations
are here, right at the start
of the school year. Many
students are familiar with
signing up for AP exams
in February, but due to the
change in a College Board
policy, students at Ameri-
can need to sign up for their
exams by October 25th.
“Their rationale is
that .. if students com-
mit early they are going to
try harder on their AP ex-
ams,  assistant principal
Mr. Reibenschuh explained.
On the other hand, Mr.

Reibenschuh  understands
that an early registration
date may not be the ideal
option for many students.

“It’s kind of thrown all
of our students and fami-
lies into kind of a tur-
moil,” acknowledged Mr.
Reibenschuh.  “You don't

|

- [ URagy
CARY

THELENTRAL scmw

Some students feel that with later registration, they can better

want to spend that
much this early in
the year, particularly
for a class you may
not necessarily want

See “Deadlines Are Closer

Than They Appear”
(7)

,:RE

gauge if they should or should not sign up for an AP exam.

“[With] a later date, students can see the grades they had and

decide not to take the test,” Iffat Pathan (11) said.

One Stormy Morning
(cont.)

ing the leaking issues, stu-
dents were dismissed from
school at the end of the first
period. While students did
have a free day, adjusting
to the change in schedule
did lead to some compli-
cations for how students
would get home.“I'm in a
carpool, so there was con-
fusion on who would be
picking me up,” explained
Sakshee  Parekh  (11).

However, students were
able to enjoy their day off.
Even with the initial chaos
organizing the carpool,
Parekh still got the chance
to have a relaxing day.

“I went to Starbucks for
an hour..I did homework
that was due the next day,
so I had a head start on it. I
was able to sleep earlier, so
it was really helpful to my
mental state,” Parekh told.

Pranav Grandhi (9) also
too had a similar experience.
“I was pretty excited. I had
tests that day which I got to
skip,” he told. When asked
about how he spent his day,
he responded by saying
“I had a lot of homework,
so I just did that... T still
studied for the test because
I got more time to study”
With the help of the ad-
ministration, students were
able to return home safely
and resume school the next
day. Mr. Reibenschuh em-
phasized the importance of
keeping students safe and
explained that, “[The admin-
istration] started checking
the various locations of the
school, [and they] found out
how much water [there] was
and how dangerous it could
have been had [they] not
taken the right precautions."

Crossword!

Across

Instagram

life got

2. Item stolen during the freshman skit
4. Reason why school was cancelled

7. Recent protest on campus

8. Will you follow Humans of AHS’s new

@humansofamerican ?
9. Now this is a little story about how my
___upside down

10. Sophomore spirit week hashtag

Down

1. New rule in this year’s spirit week
3. Order pizzaor ___
5. New broadcast from the Eagle Era

10

6. Theme for American’s fall dance
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GYM POSTER

1. SENIORS
2. FRESHMEN
3. JNUIORS
4. SOPHOMORES

MORNING MARCH

1. SENIORS

2. JUNIORS AND SOPHO-

MORES
4, FRESHMEN

COIN DRIVE

1. JUNIORS
2. SOPHOMORES
3. SENIORS
4. FRESHMEN

SETS

1. SENIORS,
SOPHOMORES, AND
JUNIORS
4. FRESHMEN

DRESS UP DAYS

1. SENIORS
2. JUNIORS
3. FRESHMEN
4. SOPHOMORES

SKIT

1. SENIORS
2. JUNIORS
3. SOPHOMORES
4. FRESHMEN




OVERALL
RENKiNg ¢

1. SENIORS

& JUNIORS
3. SOPHOMORES

4. FRESHMEN

DANCES
1. SENIORS

3. FRESHMEN 1. SENIORS
4. JUNIORS 2. JUNIORS

3. SOPHOMORES

UNIFYING SPIRIT] 4 FRESHMEN

1. JUNIORS
2. SENIORS
3. SOPHOMORES
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4. FRESHMEN
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GHIIW do you halance your relax-
ing schedule with your study

Ask a
qq. scheduled” -cavenkwon(® seniOf!

® “MAKE SURE TO SPLIT UP THE WORK AND REC-
OGNIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING TIME FOR

YOURSELF. THIS WAY, YOU CAN PRIORITIZE RELAX-
ING AND STUDYING TOGETHER.” -JANINE WANG

(“people who have jobs and still

N m——

¢ “| RECOMMEND GETTING A JOB THAT DOESN'T TAKE
MUCH TIME. | ONLY HAVE A PART-TIME JOB ON FRI-
DAY AND SATURDAY, SO THE REST OF THE DAYS |
STILL HAVE MY NORMAL LIFE.” -CHRISTIAN SHIH
[ )

‘Taking advanced placement classes, would it
he worth it? There’s no advanced placement
classes in freshman year so 'm kind of
curious.” -Christopher Gomez (9] )

I ®
o “ KNOW SOME COLLEGES, IF YOU DON'T NEED THAT CLASS
‘CAUSE IT DOESN'T APPLY TO YOUR MAJOR, THEY STILL AC-

CEPT IT AS COLLEGE CREDIT FOR AN ELECTIVE? IT MAY BE
FAST AND HARD AND TIME CONSUMING BUT | THINK IT CAN
BE WORTH IT IF YOU DO WELL" -KELLY KUANG

( “There are many types of extracurricular

d‘i‘i‘?i'.‘f.?;'.'.:'i‘..“;ﬂ-"fs"ﬂ!.?:ﬂf&‘l' " ""“;

N

o “IF YOU KNOW HOW TO MANAGE YOUR TIME, I'M SURE
YOU CAN SQUEEZE IN STUDYING TIME AND EXTRACUR-

RICULAR ACTIVITIES™ *I JUST THINK TO MYSELF THAT IT’S
DUE TOMORROW AND | WANT TO SLEEP EARLY ... SO I'M
GONNA JUST FINISH IT AS FAST AS | CAN.” -IVAN LIANG




THE ALL
CONSUMING

QUESTION

In the Halloween season, one question haunts us all: Is
marching band a sport?

Emyr Ortiz
Staff Writer

For ages, one issue has
plagued the minds of the
youth of America. Across
the nation, one question
has tormented all through-
out the midnight hours
and into the morning light.
Is marching band a sport?

“No,” eloquently
states Marcus Sass (10).

Sass is a varsity foot-
ball player and thus has
first-hand knowledge of
how grueling and time
consuming a sport can be.

“[The] practices are
pretty physical... Football
is pretty exhausting hon-
estly. After practice, you
can't do much. You gotta
do your homework and
you just fall right asleep”

While Sass views his
sport as exhausting, his
definition of a sport on the
other hand, is quite lax.

“A sport is a...com-
petition  between  two
atheletes, at least.”

However, this is not what
Sass sees in marching band.
“Honestly, I don't re-

ally think marching band
is a sport because...they're
just  playing  [music]”

Obviously, marching
band students vehemently
disagree. This is especially
true for Maria Aguirre (11),
a section leader in the band.

“If football and danc-
ing had a baby, it would be
marching band,” she stated.

Clearly, marching stu-
dents see band as the
peak of physical exertion,
but what do they have
to back up their claim?

“[Students] have to
carry big instruments and
that takes a lot of strength,
and they have to march
around the field a lot. We
have to keep our knees

straight while were back-
wards marching. You have
to worry about all of these
things and of course that
takes a lot of strength”  In
addition to this, Aguirre
claims that “sometimes,
[competitions] can go up
to..twenty four hours”
Pulling all nighters is im-
pressive, but is that enough
strain to qualify band as
a sport? Marching band
director Richard Wong
weighed in with his opinion.
“[Marching band] is

an athletic type of en-
deavor, but not necessar-
ily, I would say, a sport”
This discrepancy be-
tween the band director and
his students undermined
the argument that the stu-
dents had been cultivat-
ing for years. It didn't help
that Wong then proceeded
to prosecute the defense
with cold, hard evidence.
“If a sport is a contest

of one person or team ver-
sus another team, march-
ing bands don't go head to
head with another team...
There's no head to head, the
judging is different...If all
the marching bands in the
class did the exact same field
show, music, and drill,...
then I think that would be
more sportlike in nature”
With this answer, it
seemed like the marching
band question had finally
been put to bed. The popu-
lace of America would be
able to rest; the elusive eight
hours of sleep would finally
be achieved. Unfortunately,
Mr. Blackmon, coach of
the varsity football team
and the man who was sup-
posed to put the final nail
in the coffin, breathed new
life into the controversy.
“I respect exactly what

the band does...I don't un-
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Deadlines are Closer Than They Appear

to take an AP exam for 6
months down the road”
With the limited spac-

ing at school for students to
take AP exams, those who
planned to self-study seem
to be impacted the most.
Initially, students who

were planning to study inde-
pendently were not allowed
to register for AP exams at
school this year. However,
due to the large demand, the
administration is now al-
lowing these students to be
put on a waitlist while the
administration decides if
they will be able to accom-
modate all students in the
testing locations at school.
Even with the change

in the exam registration,
Mr. Reibenschuh is hope-
ful that there will not be
too many negative impacts.
“We've already got peo-

ple registered,” Mr. Reiben-

(cont.)

schuh said the day after the
exam registrations opened.
“We've got a culture here
that wants to take AP Ex-
ams ... I hope the College
Board decision doesnt
change too many people”
As the registration

opens, some  students
have expressed concerns
about the change in policy.
“It does not give students
enough time to see if they
really want to take the test or
not,” said Iffat Pathan (11).
“Later in the year if the class
gets harder, they can’'t back
out of it. They just spent a
hundred dollars to fail a test.”
Haritha Rajasekar (10)

is taking her first AP exam
this year, and she too agrees
that is problematic to have
students making the deci-
sions to sign up right now.
“I think it makes it kind

of stressful because you

have to recall the informa-
tion and you dont really
know what you are sign-
ing up for,; Rajasekar told.

However, both students
seemed to agree that their
course selections play an
important role in how they
feel about their AP exams.

“I feel prepared because
the classes I [am taking] are
not that bad,” Pathan said.

Rajasekar, who is tak-
ing an AP European his-
tory exam this year, feels
that it is important for stu-
dents to understand their
perspectives on the subject
when deciding whether or
not to take an AP exam.

“I think that AP class-
es like AP FEuro depend

on your attitude [to-
wards] history in gener-
al,”  Rajasekar explained.

In the meantime from now
until May, it’s best to keep a

derstand why it wouldn't
be considered a sport”

It brings serious doubt
to the case of the non-
sport camp when the
coach of the most sport-
like sport defects to the op-
posite side. However, his

opinion might be biased.

“I used to play the trum-
pet when I was young-
er, and I gave it up be-
cause it got too hard”
Has Mr. Blackmon’s opinion
been tainted by his trumpet
playingexperience? It maybe

impossible to tell, but it cer-
tainly adds another layer of
complexity to the equation.

So is marching band a
sport? In the words of cross
country coach Mr. Carel,
“Thatsareallyhardquestion.”

Percussionists perform for parents during the end of band camp barbeque. Marching
Band students participate in a band camp during their summer vacation to condition
themselves for the marching season. “My shoulders have never been more swole than
now.” says marching band student Athen Tang (10). “You know, lifting a baritone for
two hours isn’t fun. If I go back to cross country I won't be able to lift a baritone for two
hours ever again.” PC: Abigail R. Cromie (11)
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What is Your Teaching Philosophy?

A deeper look into American’s new teachers and their educational ideologies

"I be-
lieve
that I
have
to

build relationships with stu-
dents... I genuinely like know-
ing the student, and what kind
of different backgrounds he or
she is coming from."

Shreya Daschoudhary
Staff Writer

“Health is really important.
What you decide to do when
you're a teenager can affect

you [for] the rest
of your life, both
mentally, physi-
cally, many ways..
I wanted to help
people make good
decisions”

Barrington

"T went to school on the weekends, in
the evenings, to get my admin cre-

"I got inspired in high school by re-
ally great English teachers, and at the

< back of my mind
I thought, 'how

e o S

I were an English

I could maybe
make a difference,
;"‘\(v inspire students."

cool would it be if

teacher?' I thought

National Merit

This month, AHS recognized seniors who scored exceptionally well on the

WMEGAN BARRINGTON
PRINCIPAL

dential and fin-
ish my master's
degree so that
[ could make
change in areas
that I felt were

really important... in areas about
how we are providing academic op-
portunities for all students.”

PSAT from October 2018. A total of 48 seniors were recognized as Com-
mended Students for their scores. In addition, 21 students qualified as Semi-
finalists, advancing to the next round of the National Merit Scholarship
competition. Semifinalists make up around 1% of all students who took the

PSAT nationwide.

Commended Students

Bridget Agyare Amisha Jain
Seher Alvi Simran Jandu
Rohan Anand Kaushal Karpuram
Bryan Auyeung Chirag Kaudan
Sidhartha Bala Prachi Kulkarni
Simran Bedi Aparna Kumar
Grace Chen Divya Kunisetty
Aryansh Chikkere Michelle Lee
Sidhanth Chinnakotla Maggie Liu
Archisha Datta Dave Lu
Christina Deng Meera Mallya
Ayesha Desai Shashwat Mehta
Trang Doan Roshan Nagaram
Aastha Dubey Tara Natarajan
Arnav Gupta Ethan Nghiem

Nikhil Isukapalli Ashley Oshiba

Harshal Patel
Rishabh Poikayil
Samik Pradhan
Palak Purwar
Anuj Raichura
Archit Raichura
Anchal Saraswat
Rishabh Shastry
Ashna Singh
Anjana Sriram
Lakshmi Tammineni
Shubhang Tyagi
Beneeta Varghese
Anson Xu

Vicki Young
Alison Zhao

"I would not
like to be
labelled as a
teacher, but I
would like to
be labelled as
a facilitator...
someone who can help the student
get inspired... someone who can help
them connect... and make a differ-
ence in society, in the community."

“...Ilike... being

able to build lasting
relationships with the
students. I like that...
I'm able to carry over
the work I've been
doing with the kids at
Thornton, and seeing

tohigh school, and working with them...

my philosophy is to find the best way for people to
make mistakes, to give them the opportunity to make

mistakes know}ng that consequences will follow, but

Semifinalists

Dev Asnani
Davit Babayan
Anya Desai
Andy Fu
Angela Hawkins
Rithesh Kannan
Afzal Khan
Meghna Kiran
Austen Liao
Emily Lin
Annie Liu
Jeffrey Liu

Mira Ramachandran

Rohit Ravi
Arnav Singhvi
Michael Sun
Aditi Talati
Nithin Tatikonda

Connor Vo
Michelle Zhao
Carol Zhou




